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Expressive means and stylistic devices are of great importance when it comes to rendering thoughts and emotions in a work of literature. With their help, the author can perform several tasks: to set the reader in a desired mood, to create a necessary atmosphere, to bring out a particular trait of character or detail of the interior. One of the most powerful means to bring the author’s ideas to life is metaphor. 
For centuries philosophers, linguists and philologists have been studying metaphor from different angles. In Antique times, Aristotle and Quintilian described the three main functions of metaphor: nominative, evaluative and aesthetic [Прокопчук: 76]. The antique study of metaphors served as a foundation for future scholars. Thus, Professor I.R. Galperin described a classification, according to which metaphor is a stylistic device, based on an interaction of dictionary and contextual meanings [Гальперин: 140]. Cognitivists George Lakoff and Mark Johnson viewed metaphor as possessing not only stylistic value, but also a power to influence the way we perceive the outer world [Lakoff, Johnson: 3].
Metaphor is a complicated phenomenon and it is used differently almost every time it appears in works of literature, since it is a deviation from the norm, which produces a certain influence on the readers [Leech: 5]. That is why the research into its nature is still of current interest, especially with new genres of literature emerging and developing. 

The material served to be a source of examples is the novel “Mort” by Terry Pratchett. Being one of the most famous British authors of today, his language is a wonderful example of contemporary English. It justifies the practical importance of the present work, since the genre of fantasy has an immense potential for studying the peculiarities of language. 
The novel “Mort” is a part of the series of books about Discworld, so the plot takes place on the Disk, a huge flat planet. It tells the story of a boy named Mort, who is to become an apprentice of Death and take care of the dead, while Death himself decides to try some fishing, drinking alcohol, working as a cook. However, it is difficult, having a heart and a soul, to take rational decisions. Mort saves the life of Princess Kelly and kills her assassin instead. Thus, he interferes with the fate and breaks up the march of time.
The main purpose of this work is to look how metaphors and related stylistic devices work in the novel “Mort” by Terry Pratchett, to understand how they contribute to the main idea and particularly how they help in creating the image of Death, which is central in the novel. It is of special interest how this image is different from other works of literature, since Death of the Discworld is the first personification of death in literature, which would be so charismatic, detailed and human-like. 
Terry Pratchett depicts Death as being the guide and not an assassin (“… a small blue supernova flared for a moment in the depths of his eyesockets” [Pratchett: 49] – a supernova here is a metaphor for Death’s being a guiding light for the dead). He knows compassion and sympathizes with the bereavement (“… the compassion…” is “a sharp edge” [Pratchett: 65] – this metaphor tells the readers that although Death has to do his job, he wishes to do it in the most merciful way, causing no pain to the deceased). The most important detail about Death is that he is the loneliest creature in the world (“In the great party of Creation, he was always in the kitchen” [Pratchett: 223] – the metaphor here “life = party” and Death is the one who makes sure it goes on, keeping the balance of life and death). 
With the help of lingua-stylistic analysis and some elements of lingua-poetic analysis, an attempt has been made to pick out metaphors and related stylistic devices employed by the author to create the image of death and to understand his interpretation of this complicated matter. 

As the result of the work, numerous metaphors, epithets, allusions have been singled out and examined from the point of view of their contribution to the main ideas of the novel. Metaphors, the vast majority of which are genuine, serve as a proof of Terry Pratchett’s sharp sense of humour and fascinating sensibility to the stylistic potential of the English language. Every stylistic device implicitly draws a picture in the reader’s subconscious. Terry expressed daring ideas within the frames of the fantasy genre, making his novel alive and dynamic. Grim Reaper, personified death, is a lonely creature, living at the boundary between two worlds. He is powerful, eternal, and omnipresent. But along with that Death of the Discworld knows compassion, he cares about the dead and tries to do everything possible to help them reconcile with their tragedy, he is like a real human. Death is a guide in the afterlife, who shows people who they really are and what choices are left for them. Instead of living in the constant dread of death, we should value our life, be kinder to people surrounding us and then, at the end of the journey, meet death as a friend and not as an assassin.
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