«Brain drain» from Russia: challenges and solutions
Mukina Victoria Vladimirovna
Student

Financial University under the Government of the Russian Federation, 

Faculty of Economics and Finance, Moscow, Russia

E-mail: victoriamoukina@gmail.com
Human mobility in times of globalization is sharply increasing. The number of international migrants has grown from 173 million people worldwide in 2000 to 244 million in 2015. This figure includes nearly 20 million refugees [4].

More than 4 mln people emigrated from Russia during the period of 1991–2013 [1]. Only in the year 1991 about 1.3 million Russian citizens received an official permission for permanent residence outside the former Soviet Union [3]. And nowadays about 100 000 of Russian citizens leave the country annually to work abroad. Many of them are highly qualified professionals, including scientists, researchers, and university professors. 
This phenomenon, often characterized as “brain drain”, has led to significant  loss of academic and scientific potential of the country. The total number of modern Russian academic diaspora in the West (from students to leading scientists) can be estimated at 150 000 - 200 000 persons [2]. And, despite the fact that "brain drain" causes a lot of debate in Russian society, little has been done to solve this problem. 

The country that benefits the most from international “brain gain” is the USA. In 2015 there were almost 47 mln migrants in the USA, that make up nearly 15% of total population [4]. It should be noted that the United States as a country of traditional immigration has long-standing traditions and well-established mechanisms for attraction and selection of intellectual elites from other countries. Immigration plays a very important role both as a factor of population growth, and as a stimulant of economic activity. It provides fuel for economy by means of providing cheap labor and highly qualified specialists, which means significant economy of funds for education. The modern system of recruitment and selection of foreign experts was being created for a certain period of time. With the adoption of the Marshall Plan in 1947 the USA have started attracting people from around the world to study at their universities, and the best students in the end stayed in the USA.
  The probability that Russian scientists who emigrated in 1990s will return to Russia is not high. But, there are other alternatives. For example, collaboration of scientists in Russian with their compatriots abroad with experts would significantly raise the level of science and education in our country. This would also expand the involvement of Russian scientists and institutions into international projects. Thus, there is the need for developing and implementing of various measures and government actions aimed at establishing and promoting such cooperation, as well as attracting specific groups of intellectual elites to our country.
Therefore, the success of the work with the Russian intellectual diaspora abroad will depend on the allocation of adequate resources and effective control over their spending. There is no innovation without funding and research. Social climate in Russia, the seriousness of the country's leadership to revive Russian science, experiencing a period of bitter depression, will play a huge role in the process. A sense of responsibility for the revival of Russia as a whole and Russian science in particular is inherent in a significant part of the Russian intellectual diaspora. And it doesn’t matter much on which continent its representatives will live in the era of globalization, if they working for the good of Russia. 
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