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. 
As is well known, someone’s personality traits can easily be traced through their speech. The role of words and phrases becomes even greater when it comes to researching a politician’s identity. 
This report discusses the language use in the election discourse of G.W. Bush, Al Gore and John Kerry in 2000 and 2004 and seeks to figure out how G.W. Bush managed to win out the two contenders irrespective of his poor communication skills or verbal slip-ups. 
The transcripts of the televised debates were analyzed using the computerized text analysis programme LIWC, Linguistic Inquiry and Word Count. Linking G.W. Bush’s word use and personal characteristics, the results suggest that the presidential candidate had a somewhat unique linguistic style associated with cognitive complexity, presidentiality, honesty, optimism, aging and masculinity.
